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Teaching Artificial Society Modeling with Agent-Based Simulation Methodology
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Multi-agent (agent-based) simulation is now being introduced in various academic fields,
including physics, biology, engineering, economics, sociology and political science. Modeling the
object as a system of many agents is very feasible for an inquiry into society, which is composed of
individuals and groups. We can obtain new understanding of social phenomenon by building virtual
social interactions in our personal computers. The “artificial society” approach is very useful and
promising methodology.

In this paper we report our experience of teaching this methodology to students who has little
experience of computer programming. A simulation software artisoc is one which is developed for
social scientists and do not require the users to have knowledge of programming languages. Learning
it is neither difficult nor complicated even for non-programmers and the guidebook of it enables them
to master it in a very short period. As artisoc permits us various types of modeling, students can build
their own “artificial societies” as they want. Modeling their own virtual society lead them to new

understanding of society.
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